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WHO WANTS TO BE A CANDIDATE? 
In Canada and the U.S.A. voters will be gofng to the polis in federal elections as well as 
state and provincial elections. It is therefore time for us to decide whether or not to parti- 
ee cipate in these elections and if so, how we are to participate. I am in favor of participation 
Buttons, stickers and jn elections for the following reasons: 
even armbands can be (1) Election campaigns are good leadership training devices and they provide a good testing 
made cheaply and easi- ground for Tat deals and groups because elections demand the utmost in leadership ability, 
ee Th ve= plus organizational, managerial and communications skills. If we think our ideas are worth 
¥, SEOR paper. a anything, we should take every opportunity to hone our skills in these areas. 


quire little effort and (2) Lots of free publicity can be obtained while campaigning oneself or on behalf of someone 
are very effective. else. 

: (3) People are more prepared, thanks to the media, during election times to actually devote 
$3 ne eae some thought to political issues and we can therefore take this opportunity to express our 















sponse or lack thereof to new ideas. A la 
~ WhO Wishes to see nis ideas take shape in human 2 es n 
the realization of his aims in the here-and-now, rather than in some private world of fan- 
tasy. It has always been harder to be a relevant reformer than it ever was to be an irrele- 
vant ‘revolutionary’. Those who refuse to ‘sully’ their political ideals with meaningful 
political action may as well have no political ideals at all, and it goes without saying 
that those who do nothing today will have no effect upon tomorrow. Reality in regard to the 
human condition is extremely demanding upon our resources of mind and matter, for human be- 
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SPRAYED FROM A CAN. ings are not bricks of equal dimensions and consistency out of which we may easily build a 
i political movement. Often they are slow, contrary, cowardly, lazy, incompetent, along with 
Buttons, stickers, other negative characteristics one can think of. But when inspired by anyone with leader- 


even armbands can ship ability, they can also be quick, pene ee brave, diligent and oy eee 
one seeking to change things for the better finds it necessary to work wi e human ma- 
be made from paper. terial available. That is why politics has been called “the art of the possible". 

(5) An election campaign is a ve ood form of exercise for young people because it provides 
them with a contest of wits and workmanship which is relevant to the adult world in which 
they are eventually to participate as full-fledged members. The young person will be able 
to discover and to develop his own abilities more rapidly through his association with per- 
sons outside his narrow school and peer-group circles. He can thus perceive the vast world 
beyond his immediate, childish interests and he will gain a sense of importance and confi- 
dence by his participation in that world. 

(6) Election campaigns demand everyone's time, money and effort on behalf of an ideal or ideo- 
logy. Election time invites everyone claiming to have relevant political ideas to put up or 
shut up. Nearly everyone capable of thinking sometimes thinks he could do a better job than 
the incumbent mayor, senator, representative or even the president or prime minister, but 
the ordeal of an election campaign quickly separates the dreamers from the doers, and that 
applies equally to any would be leader and his followers and friends. One soon learns who is 
as good as his word and whose word is worthless and without substance. True leaders are not 
called, they are self-chosen first and then they are followed by those who recognise their 
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FELT-PEN OR PAINT inherent leadership qualities. Many are born with leadership abilities, but they lack the 
Sesh =e ____will_to-use_them._An-_election_campaignis—fundamentally atest of any leader's will, as well 


as a test of his abilities. For this reason, elections are not only important, they are de- 
sirable under any system that selects its governors from the masses of the governed. 


PROFESSIONALLY MADE (7) Because politics is another word for people-power, any would be political leader must devel- 

SIGN, POSSIBLY PRINTED Op a rapport with those whose support he needs for the realization of his programs. The eye 
" . oF public scrutiny may not be all-seeing, but it is far more merciless than the lens of a 

r} ; camera, as any veteran of an election campaign can tell you. If our programs are unpopular, 

jpore.w communicated and if we as candidates talk, think and look ‘funny’ to those whose sup- 









port we seek for our election to office, then the sooner we learn these lessons, the better 


Joe Bloe jit will be for everyone: 

‘ THE GRAPHICS MUST BE SIMPLE ENOUGH TO ALLOW ANYONE TO MAKE HIS OWN 
HOME-MADE SIGNS. “A"“ stands for “ALTERNATIVE” and also for “ANSWER". 
The “A“ would become the nationally-unifying logo. The meaning is the 
same in English, French, German, Italian and Spanish. It can be painted 


Ni with a broad brush in three strokes or sprayed with a spray can very 


: bs | quickly. 
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